Abstract representation Concreteness
A B S T R A C T
We investigate three potential mechanisms underlying the deficit in idiom comprehension seen in aphasia: difficulty inhibiting literal meanings, inability to recognize that a figurative interpretation is required, and difficulty processing abstract words and concepts. Unimpaired adults and PWA read high and moderate familiarity idioms either preceded or followed by a figuratively biasing context sentence. They then completed a string-to-word probe selection task, choosing between a figurative target, a literal lure, and unrelated concrete and abstract lures. PWA chose the figurative target more often for more familiar idioms and after figuratively biasing contexts, suggesting that difficulty accessing figurative meanings may be a key contributor to idiom impairment in aphasia. Importantly, PWA chose abstract lures at the same rate as they chose literal lures, suggesting that abstract lures may be considered equally good matches for weak idiomatic representations in PWA, and therefore that idiomatic figurative meanings may be represented similarly to abstract concepts for PWA. These results have implications for models of idiom comprehension in aphasia, as well as the design of future studies of idiom comprehension in PWA.
Introduction
Idioms are multiword structures that are understood quickly and easily by unimpaired comprehenders despite the fact that their figurative meanings cannot be computed on the basis of the literal meanings of their individual words (Bonin, Meot, & Bugaiska, 2013; Glucksberg, 1991; Nunberg, Sag, & Wasow, 1994; Titone & Connine, 1994) . Many idioms possess both literal and figurative meanings-for example, sail close to the wind can mean both sailing close to the direction from which the wind is blowing and behaving recklessly or dangerously. These different interpretations may be more or less easily accessible during comprehension depending on characteristics of the idiom and the context in which it appears. Although idioms are frequent in everyday language and easily understood by unimpaired comprehenders, idiom comprehension is often impaired in people with aphasia (Cacciari et al., 2006; Papagno, Tabossi, Colombo, & Zampetti, 2004) . The present study manipulates two factors that affect comprehension in neurotypical comprehenders-idiom familiarity and the context in which the idiom appears-and investigates their effects on idiom comprehension in people with aphasia (PWA). The findings have implications for three possible mechanisms contributing to idiom comprehension deficits in PWA: interference from literal meanings, difficulty recognizing that a figurative interpretation is appropriate, and difficulty processing abstract concepts.
Research using online measures of comprehension in unimpaired comprehenders has found that higher familiarity idioms are 
